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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL OF
NORTH RYDE

PUBLIC SCHOOL

North Ryde Public School has proudly
occupied a prominent position in the
North Ryde community for 125 years.
As the area grew so did the school and
the wonderfully rich tapestry of this
growth is captured in this book.

Throughout its history, this school has
provided quality education to the
Jamilies of North Ryde, successfully
combining leading edge curriculum
delivery with empathy and compassion
for the students in its care. In return,
parents and community members have
provided enormous physical, financial
and moral support through the various
Associations and parent bodies.

As educational changes impacted on the
school and its staff, a constant element
in the development of the school has
been the focus on the school motto,
“Utile Dulci” - pleasure through
usefulness.  Teachers, students and
parents have been sustained and
encouraged by the ideal of realizing
each individual’s potential to provide
pleasure to others by being of service to
them. A powerful sense of community
exists in the school, a spirit that has its
roots in the traditions of the school and
which continues to grow with succeeding
generations. QOur emphasis on building
strong, connecting relationships is a
feature, which makes our school unique.
This provides the framework for students
to acquire the skills, knowledge and
values necessary for them to become
contributing members of society.
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Stuart Anderson and his Staff on
Foundation Day 10 September 2002

The school community has achieved
many successes in the classroom, on the
sporting field and in the concert halls.
Teachers and students can be justly
proud of the school’s well earned
reputation as a place that provides
opportunities for all students to develop
skills and interests in a wide variety of
academic, sporting and social domains.

It is an honour and a privilege to be part
of a school with such a proud history
and exciting future. I congratulate all of
the people involved with the production
of this book, particularly, Shirley Berg
whose  undiminished  passion  and
commitment to the school is an
inspiration to all of us.

Stuart Anderson
PRINCIPAL
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DIRECTOR-GENERAL’S
PREFACE

This history, written by one of NSW
public education’s great defenders.
Shirley Berg, is a small epic, which tells
of one Sydney community’s successful
struggle for advancement through
education.

Public schools such as North Ryde strike
down very deep roots in their localities.
Like ancient trees they shelter their
surrounds.

In the tradition of good local histories,
the author combines a grass roots
perspective  with an overview which
connects North Ryde Public School’s
development with the larger political
social and economic transformations of
the past century and a half: times of
war, depression, poverty, abundance,
immigration and settlement. The walls
of North Ryde School have housed and
supported children through all these
watersheds in Australia’s history.

Reading the history I was struck by the
extraordinary  patience and tenacity
exhibited by the school’s supporters in
their efforts — sometimes over many

It makes me very proud that I am able to
sign this preface on my last day as NSW
Director- General of Education and
Training.

May North Ryde Public School continue
to educate young Australians for a
further one hundred and twenty five
years.

Ken Boston AO

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
MANAGING-DIRECTOR OF
TAFE NSW

June 2002

decades — to secure the very best for . .. ..

their community’s children.

This is one characteristic of public %

schools that sets them apart; their local
supporters care about providing the
quality public education for all local
children — regardless of their social
cultural or religious background.

I congratulate North Ryde Public School |

on one hundred and twenty five years of

public education, and I commend this %

history to all those who cherish the
traditions of public education in NSW.

North Ryde Primary Class 1913
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

When Shirley Berg arrived at North
Ryde Public School to enrol her eldest
son in early 1956 she was faced with a
situation she had not experienced before
— a shortage of accommodation, large
class sizes and a shortage of teachers.
This was not, she felt, conducive to
provision of a quality education. She
soon decided that if things were to
improve she had to be part of the action
that was needed. The Infants Mothers’
Club had recently been formed and had
affiliated with their state organisation,
the Federation of Infants and Nursery
School Clubs, later known as FISC.

Encouraged by the Infants’ Mistress,
Miss Smith, she agreed to attend
meetings and it was at this time that she
first developed a passion about public
education. She recognised the need for
action fto ensure the future of that
generation of students currently in the

system and for those who would follow if

there was to be a education system
which was able to allow each and every
student to reach their learning potential.
She believed also that the local school
environment was the best because those
children who learn together then learn
to live together.

She came to believe, quite passionately
that it was only public education that
was inclusive and open to all and that it
alone had the means of meeting the
educational needs of each and every
child particularly those who were
disadvantaged by way of isolation,
disability or because of social or
economic circumstances.

Those early days at North Ryde and her
involvement with the parents’
organisations at the school set her off on
a steep learning curve which eventually
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led her to become a political activist in
pursuit of improvements, not only to her
school, but to the public education
system in general. Being a political
activist did not mean that she had
become party political, it just meant that
those who were the decision makers at
that time were the only ones that could
make a difference in the quality of the
delivery of education services for
children.

From the mid-50s the needs of schools
across the State had become acute. The
problems confronting governments were
enormous and they were not able to meet
the demands for more schools and more
teachers. Shirley Berg soon became
involved in activities and campaigns to
highlight the situation and in 1969 was
elected as State President of the
Federation of Infants’ School Clubs, a
position she held for the next four years.
However, despite the time demands and
the pressures of this office she still
maintained an active presence with the
North Ryde Public School, and the local
High School parent organisation, so
supporting her own five children.

Her resolute determination led her into
negotiations with politicians of all
political persuasions. It was at this time
that the Federal Government
commenced funding some aspects of
secondary education including private
schools. It was not long before Federal

Junds for schools were going,

disproportionately to private schools.
This led her to activity at the Federal
level. The Australian Council of State
School Organisations was the national
body representing parents across
Australia. Her activities at the Federal
level led to her becoming the NSW
Vice-President of the national parent
organisation and later it’s
Secretary/Treasurer.
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Then 1983 she was elected to the

position of President of the NSW
Federation of P & C Associations, a
position held until she retired in 1988.
She did, however, continue her support
of, and involvement with, North Ryde
Public School later serving a term as a
community member and chairperson of
its School Council. Shirley is privileged
to have been made a Life Member of
both the Infants Mothers Club and the
P & C Association of the school.

In 1986 recognition of her contribution
to education at both Federal and State
level came when the Governor-General
announced that she was to be made a
Member of the Order of Australia (AM).

PUBLISHED TO
COMMEMORATE 125 YEARS
OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AT
NORTH RYDE
PUBLIC SCHOOL

North Ryde Public School acknowledges
and pays respects to the many clans of the -

Eora nation on whose traditional lands this

school is located.

Sir Henry Parkes

This book records the history of North
Ryde Public School, first known as City
View Public School, and commemorates
125 years of service to the community.

The writing and researching for the book
has provided the opportunity for an
excursion through time, looking first at
the progress of education from early
colonial days and then on to the trials
and tribulations that the early pioneers
had to endure in establishing the right
for their children to be educated in their
local area.

City View Public School actually came
into being just before the passing of Sir
Henry Parkes’s Public Instruction Act of
1880, which established the framework
for the development of the public school
system, as we know it today.

This all important Act gave the
government, through the Department of
Education, the responsibility for the
education of all children in New South
Wales. It aimed to provide equality of
educational opportunity for all regardless
of their class, colour or religion.

It is therefore important that the
establishment of a school in the North
Ryde area — at that time a quite remote
outpost on the Field of Mars Common -
be seen in the context of the history of
public education in the State of New
South Wales.




PUBLIC EDUCATION -
A BRIEF HISTORY

From the time of the arrival of the first
fleet in 1788 and throughout the early
penal period there were many and
various attempts to provide some form
of education for the colony’s children.
From the Department of Education’s
publication “Sydney and the Bush” we
learn that “The educational work of the
early penal period evolved as a
government and church response to
social and moral needs to train up the
‘rising generation’ to be better behaved
than their convict parents.”

Early history shows that the churches
were firmly involved in endeavouring to
meet these educational needs. At that
time there was a very strong link
between education and religion and the
Church of England had a virtual
monopoly on almost every aspect of
daily life in the fledging colony.

Initially it was the Church of England,
which set up schools and it was these
schools that were funded by the
Government. It was not long, however,
before other denominations, including
the Roman Catholic, Methodist and
Presbyterian groups established their
own schools and they objected strongly
to the government monies that were
given to the Church of England schools
which primarily based their teaching on
their religious doctrine.

Records from the period around the early
1830s show that government funds
received by the Church of England
schools was 85% of the total, that the
Roman Catholic schools received 15%
and that the other denominations
received nothing.
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In the bid to introduce a sense of fairness
into the issue of government funding for
schools Governor Bourke, in 1836,
proposed a national school system based
on the successful Irish National system
which featured a common course of
Christian religious instruction thought to
be suitable for all denominations.

The establishment of a comprehensive
system of elementary schools, funded by
the government, was thought to be the
answer to the needs of children in
respect to their early education. The
difficulties in achieving this aim lay in
finding a political solution of how
schools, which were funded by
government monies, were to be
organised and who would control them.
The idea was, however, stringently
opposed by the protestant denominations
and was finally defeated.

The idea of a non-denominational
system was next taken up by Governor
Bourke’s successor, Governor Gibbs
who tried, yet again, to control the
amount of funding given to the
denominational schools. His plans were
vehemently opposed by the Church of
England on the grounds that the proposal
required their schools to base their
teaching on the whole of the bible
whereas the Catholic schools were able
to provide instruction to their students
based solely on the church’s teachings.

Early in the 1840s the colony was
gripped by a severe economic depression
and this led to real cuts to the subsidies
paid to denominational schools.

The situation was serious. Their school
buildings were badly run down and the
qualifications of most of their teachers
hopelessly inadequate. To compound
the problems facing the government only
about half of the children of the colony
were attending any school.







